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280 General Notes. [April, 

reliable a study of Norse mythology possesses, the book, it seems to us, 
will prove of lasting value to the student of comparative mythology. If 
the Norsemen originally came from Asia, we have in this recent folk lore 
a descendant of a fossil mythology, and a means of comparison with the 
mythology of our American aborigines. When the time comes for a 
comparative study of our Indian traditions and legends, we may be able 
to discover some connection with the archaic myths of the Indians of the 
Old World which will throw some light on the origin of human life on 
our continent. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 
BOTANY. 1 

The Plantain indigenous in Southern Colorado. — While 
with Holmes's division of Hayden's survey last summer, in Southwestern 
Colorado, I found the common dooryard plantain under such circum- 
stances as to render it probable that it is indigenous there. With the 
exception of a few plants growing in a grass-plot where it was no doubt 
sown with eastern grass seed, I have never met with it in Eastern Col- 
orado. Near the corner of the four Territories, on the sand-bars of the 
Rio Dolores and Rio de los Mancos, a part of Colorado inhabited only 
by Navajoes and Utes, it is quite common. This almost unknown region 
has rarely been visited by the white man, and the plant could not have 
been introduced by him. — T. S. Brandegee. 

Vitality op Seeds. — Professor Ernst, of Caracas, contributes the 
following facts to this vexed subject. The Plaza Bolivar in Caracas was 
formerly a market-place, and until the year 1867 formed a square plain 
inclined from north to south. When the government decided to remove 
the market and use the grounds as a park, the place was leveled by dig- 
ging away about six feet of the soil at the northern end. Of course a 
fresh surface was thus exposed to the air. A large number of rubbish 

i Conducted by Prop. G. L. Goodale. 



